
Benedito Braga, President of the World Water Council 

Water Architecture and Positioning  

Seventh Meeting of High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters (HELP) 

11 May 2016, Rotterdam, Netherlands 

 

PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS AND POLICY:  

BETTER WATER ARCHITECTURE FOR DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION 



› 100 to 200 million victims / year 

 

› Value of assets at risk to rise x 3 

  

› Water infrastructure and management key in reducing risks 

 

› Water storage and infrastructure vital against drought and flooding 
effects 

We can reduce the impacts of disasters through Prevention, Preparedness and Policy 
 



Anticipate the situation ! 

› Higher preparedness  

› Improved resilience 

› Switching from reactivity to proactivity 

 

 

The global water architecture needs focus on prevention and preparedness 



Investing in prevention  

› Saves homes 

› Saves lives and well-being 

› Makes economic sense 

 1 $ pre-disaster invested = 10 $ post-disaster spent 

 

 

Disaster Risk Reduction must become an integral part of community and city planning 



WWC – ANEAS – CONAGUA Progam 

 

Infrastructure = Opportunities for creating resilience and 
climate change adaptation 

  

› Producing and delivering multiple purpose (hydropower, 
irrigation and flood and drought regulation) 

 

› Key role of Governance 

 



Preparedness to extreme events needs 

 

1. Information  

2. Economic instruments  

3. Collective responsibility  

4. International cooperation  

5. Market 

 

The World Water Council calls for an increased commitment to preparedness 
 and prevention 



 

WWC invites HELP  

to the 8th World Water Forum 

Brasilia, Brazil 

18-23 March 2018 
 



Failure to prepare and prevent water disasters 
will result in rise of vulnerability 

 

Disaster Risk Reduction will be reached via 

 Prevention 

 Preparedness  

 Policy 


